
	Name Jenni Wagner
	Grade 2nd 
	School 

	Title of Lesson Narrative Prompt
	Date  
	Content Area(s) Language Arts

	Student Standards
Common Core Reading Standards
1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

2. Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.

3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

Common Core Writing Standards

8. With guidance and support from

      adults, recall information from
      experiences or gather information

      from provided sources to answer a

      question.
	Student Objectives

     The student will retell a story using descriptive words.

     The student will write a descriptive paragraph about a friend.

     The student will use correct grammar, punctuation, and capitalization in their writing.

     The student will recognize the main characters of a book.

	Student Materials

Writing Paper
Pencil
	Teacher Materials

Chart Paper
Marker

Best Friends by Steven Kellogg

	Engaging the Learner

Students will begin the lesson with a think-aloud about a best friend.  They will describe the friend, tell experiences with the friend, and why the friend is important.

	Instructional Sequence  

1. Students will gather on the reading rug to listen to the story, Best Friends, by Steven Kellogg.
2. Ask students to identify one of the main characters from the book, and lead a discussion where the character is described.  Use questioning to gain specific qualities about the character.
3. With the students’ help, model writing a descriptive paragraph about the character from the book.  Use chart paper and write in large print.  Model the kinds of thinking that go into decisions about what to write, how to spell, and how to punctuate and capitalize.
4. Read the completed paragraph to the students.
5. Ask students to think of a friend they would like to write about.  Allow a few students to describe their friend.  Have all students describe their friend to a partner.  Send students back to their desks.
6. Have your class helper hand out writing paper to each student.  Ask the students to write the name of their friend at the top of their paper.
7. Model to the students again by telling three details about your friend.  (Sarah has brown eyes.  She has a dog named Spot, and she is good at singing.)  Write prompt on board.
8. Describe to students their assignment:  They are to think about the friend they have written on their paper.  They need to tell you at least three things about this friend.
9.  As students are writing, circulate and conference with those who may need additional help.
	Teacher Notes:
Exemplary Writing:
Ideas and Content:

-The sentences embellish and expand on the topic.

-The topic includes several details.

-Writing has clarity and focus.

Organization:

-The writing is tailored to the audience.

-One idea leads to the next.

-The ideas are organized, with elaboration.

Voice:
-The writing shows the writer’s relationship with his friend.

Word Choice:
-The writer uses nouns and verbs correctly.

-The paper includes striking striking words and phrases.

Sentence Fluency:
-Rhythm and cadence in the writing is evident.

-One sentence leads to the next.

-Writer uses multiple sentence lengths with varied beginnings.

Conventions:
-Most high frequency words are spelled correctly.

-Capitalization and punctuation are generally correct.

-Some words are phonetically correct with readable spelling.

Suggestions on what student should do next:
-Work on beginning capitalization.

-Encourage revision to add details.

-Work on legibility and spacing between words.

Adaptations

ELL – Students may work with a partner to help them develop the correct words they need to complete their paragraphs.  Paras may be available to assist, as well.  Teacher will be conferencing with students to help and encourage them.
SPED – Students will be given a word list to assist them in word spellings.  Teacher will be conferencing with students to help and encourage them.  Paras may be available for individuals.

	Reflection: How did it go? What would you do differently next time? What needs to be taught again? What are they ready for tomorrow?


Teaching the Lesson Using the Reading Workshop
· Mini-Lesson

· Whole Group time of sitting on rug, reading story, modeling descriptive paragraph writing.

· Independent

· Students at their desk writing their own descriptive paragraph.

· Students who need extra help are pulled back to a table to work with teacher.

· Whole-Group Share

· Bring students back to rug.

· Discuss how it went, allow a few students to share their paragraphs.

· Ask students how they completed their paragraphs and what they would do differently next time.
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